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Academic Principal Report . October 8,2019

Math Department
Ardyth Bednarz, Jessica Cziska, Michael Snow and Chuck Allaire have been working closely with Dr. Jenny K.
Tsankova - associate professor of Mathematics Education at Roger Williams University - to revamp our
Geometry curriculum and instructional materials. The work will continue throughout the school year.
Matt Mitchell, Micaela Shea, Lauren Aubertine and Shannon McGuire attended the National Council of
Teachers of Mathematics Regional Conference and Exposition, September 25th - 27t\ in Boston, MA. The
NCTM Regional Conference & Exposition is a wonderful opportunity to share knowledge and learn with
leaders in the field of math education.

This year Shannon McGuire was selected to serve on the Grade 8 Mathematics Assessment Development
Committee (ADC) for the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS). The one-year
membership term begins on January 1, 2020, and ends on December 31, 2020. Members of the ADCs review
items for content accuracy, grade-level appropriateness, and alignment to the standards in the Massachusetts
curriculum frameworks. Members attend meetings throughout the year and serve in an advisory capacity
throughout the test development process. In addition, Mrs. McGuire served on the Math Grade 10 Standard
Setting Panel for the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System. The standard setting panel met
August 5th and 6th from 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. each day.

Voc-Tech Visual Design Students Create Vibrant Display
Outside Library
Sophomores in Keith Frances' Visual Design class together with
students in Mrs. McLean's 12th grade English classes have
transformed the display case outside the school library. The
question posed to English students (Why is literature important?)
elicited a number of interesting responses. Among the thoughts,
presented in cloud-like bubbles are responses from AP seniors:
"Literature is what allows for the expression of ideas,
information, shared emotions, and interests through an
entertaining medium. Without it, people and societies as a whole
would lack the ability to progress socially and emotionally. -
Tameron Carter Stories can be hopeful, intriguing, entertaining,
or just fun. Many people consider literature a necessity in their
lives. - Hailey Pittsley
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Literature teaches us morals and values that good characters have. It shows us how to make decisions' we learn
this through other characters' reflections. - Kerstin Trahan. The responses are on display, along with'colorful
planetary cut-outs suggestive of the distant worlds one can retrieve through reading literature. Visual design
students who contributed to this project were: Arianna Stevens, Sara Medeiros, and Eve (Myles) Post-Maher.
The purpose to the display case is to promote learning and make the entrance hallway to the Library more
attractive and eye catching. "This kind of collaboration between the shops and academics is mutually
beneficial," said librarian Mrs. Pinho.

Guidance Department
The Guidance and Pupil Personnel services staff has been busy since the start of the school year.

ADMISSIONS
• 557 freshmen and their families attended the Parent Orientation on August 20th.
• We currently have 249 completed applications for the Class of 2024.
• Attended the High School Fair at Alma Del Mar on September 24th.
• Attending the Hastings Middle School' Choose the Right High School' Night on October 16th

MENTOR PROGRAM
• Expanding the GNBVT Mentor Program to provide a continuum of services for both student mentors

and student mentees. Student leaders in grades 10-12 will mentor identified incoming freshman and
assist them with transition, involvement in extracurricular activities, academic support, socialization, etc.
Additionally, these student mentors will receive support and guidance from the Guidance Department
and GNBVT Staff Mentors will continue to be paired with students who have a multitude of issues
impacting their success and putting them in jeopardy of failure or not graduating.

o Since its inception in 2017-2018, 378 student mentors have been trained.
o Currently there are 129 active Student Mentors.
o On September 7th, 2019 fifty-one (51) new students (Grades 10-12) were trained to be GNBVT

Student Mentors.
o September 2nd_ Advisory Committee was formed
o As of October 1,2019, forty-five mentor-mentee matches have been made.
o Community Service Opportunities have been scheduled:

• October 9th - Salvation Army Soup Kitchen
• October 15th - Clean up at Buttonwood Park Zoo

COLLEGE AWARENESS MONTI-I
• October is College Awareness month at GNBVT:

o College Fair- Tuesday - October 8th
o PSATs- Wednesday- October 16th
o Junior/Senior Parent Financial Aid Night- October 30th

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
• Fifty-nine (59) newly eligible students have submitted their documentation for consideration of the

GNBVTNHS.
o NHS Committee members are currently reviewing letters of recommendations
o Congratulatory Letters will be sent to New Inductees by Monday- October 7th
o Induction ceremony is scheduled for Tuesday- October 22nd at 6:00 pm.
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UPCOMING STUDENT EVENTS:
o Spirit Week- October 21-25
o Homecoming Pep Rally- Friday- October 25
o Homecoming Dance- Saturday October 26th
o Thanksgiving Bonfire- Wednesday- November 27th

STUDENT SUCCESS TEAM (SST)
• The Directors of Guidance & Student Services along with the two Vice-Principals are working to

develop a cross-departmental Student Success Team (SST) to address the needs of our highest risk
students.

• The SST will meet weekly to discuss students who have a combination of social-emotional and
behavioral issues that negatively impact their performance in shop/academics. Recommendations for
supports and outside services will be made and progress monitoring data will be kept to assist each
student.

Career and Vocational Principal Report .

HVAC
I-IVAC/R program (Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning/ Refrigeration) program has a new staff member Mr.
Francisco DeFreitas. I-Ie is a past graduate ofGNBVT from the Welding Sheet Metal Program. Mr. DeFreitas
has worked for the last nine years at UMass Dartmouth as the BVAC Supervisor. I-Iewas involved in all
aspects of the heating, cooling and refrigeration operation at the school. He holds the required EPA
certifications. He holds the following licenses: Refrigeration Technician, Master Sheet Metal, Sheet Metal
Instructor, Oil Burner Technician, Massachusetts General Contractors, Journeyman Pipefitters, Massachusetts
Underground Storage Tanks, and Hydraulic Operators 2A.

Appliance repair curriculum has been phased out of HVAC/R program. The HVAC/R program now will
focus upon the curriculum in: Piping and joining methods, Heating- gas, oil and electric, Refrigeration-in
residential and commercial applications, Air Conditioning-in residential and light commercial applications and
Sheet Metal. Mr. DeFreitas will be teaching the freshman HVAC/R students in the shop area introductory
I-IVAC/R skills. Mr. Tetreault has expanded the sheet metal curriculum in the shop to include all aspects of
I-IVAC sheet metal fabrication.

Carpentry
Tom Stott from the CR Onsrud Company came to Greater New Bedford
Vocational High to train our Carpentry teachers regarding the proper
operation of the new CNC router.

Last spring the Carpentry program received a $125,000.00 Massachusetts
Skills Capital Grant to purchase a new CNC router. Mr. Fortin and the
Carpentry, Electrical, HVAC, and Plumbing teachers and students, along
with the Facilities and IT Departments, worked diligently to transform the
Carpentry reinforcement room into a CNC Carpentry Center.
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The Onsrud CNC router has replaced a 20-year-old machine with an increased table size from 4' x 10' to 5' x
12' as well as increasing its tooling from a single tool to a 12 tool changer. The router is operated with a
FANUC controller which is the world's leader in robotics, CNC systems, and factory automation. The CAD
software that is currently being used is Alphacam, a design software that is widely used for architectural
millwork, signage and other carpentry related detailed crafts.

In addition to Onnsrud router and FANUC control training, the carpentry staff is looking forward to Cabinet
Vision training. This new software will allow students to create any furniture design for input into the new
CNC router. The new CNC router and software will allow our students to learn the processes being used in
woodworking and kitchen cabinet manufacturing to fully automate and integrate design in cabinet, furniture and
millwork production.

At last, the carpentry program will educate their students with CNC machinery, controllers and CAD software
that is widely used in the architectural millwork and cabinet-making industry. Students will now be able to
compete in the largely growing need for workers, trained with this technology, that local employers have been
demanding.

Aviation Technology
An Aviation Technology Program Advisory Committee meeting was held on September 26,2019. The
committee worked on curriculum, equipment needs, the career and technical area layout, completing the
Chapter 74 certification process, electric planes, and the future use of Drones in the off shore wind industry.

Marine Technology
A Marine Technology Program Advisory Committee meeting was held on September 25,2019. The committee
worked on curriculum, equipment needs, the career and technical area layout, completing the Chapter 74
certification process, and the involvement of both scuba and off shore wind in the program.
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Off Campus Projects
Currently the Off Campus Construction Carpentry students are completing a roofing project at the Smith Mills
Campground.

Pictured below are the Carpentry students
with Mr. Goncalves.

Pictured below, students fi'om Welding Technology are
working with Mr. Mendez and Machine Design teacher,
Mr. Johnson on creating a template for the Fort Phoenix
sign project.

Below is a proposed design for the Fort Phoenix entrance.

Public Relations

The Artisan Imprint magazine is complete and currently being printed. The electronic version should be out by the end of
the week and can be viewed right from our website.
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